Anastacia-Renee 
__________________________________________

Anastacia-Renee is an award-winning cross-genre writer, educator, interdisciplinary artist, TEDX speaker and podcaster. Renee is the author of (v.), (Black Ocean Press), Forget It (Black Radish Press) and Answer(Me), (Winged City Chapbook Press). She has received fellowships and residencies from Cave Canem, Hedgebrook, VONA, Artist Trust, Jack Straw, Ragdale, Mineral School, Hypatia in the Woods and The New Orleans Writers Residency. Anastacia-Renee's work has been anthologized in, Furious Flower: Seeding the Future of African American Poetry, Spirited Stone, Lessons from Kubotas Garden, Seismic, Seattle City of Literature, and her poetry, fiction and non-fiction has been in  Foglifter, Cascadia Magazine, Pinwheel, The Fight and the Fiddle, Glow, The A-Line, Ms. Magazine, Spark, Obsidian Literature and Arts in the African Diaspora, Crab Creek Review, Alta, Catapult and many more. 
Awards and Curation 

· Jack Straw Writers Program Curator


(2020)

· ARC Fellow (4 Culture)




(2019)

· James W. Ray Distinguished Artist Award (Literature)
(2018)

· Seattle Civic Poet




(2017-2019)

· Visiting Distinguished Writer, Seattle University 

(2017-2018)

· Writer-in-Residence, Hugo House 


(2015-2017)

· NAACP Award Nomination, 

I Woke Up & Put My Crown On



(2006)

· The San Diego Journalism Press Club Award, “War Torn”
(2004 

San Diego City Beat 




(2004)

Fellowships and Writing Residencies

· New Orleans Writers Residency



(2020)

· Mineral School





(2018)

· Hypatia in the Woods




(2017)

· Ragdale Fellowship




(2014, 2017, 2019)
· Jack Straw Fellow




(2014)

· VONA (Voices of our Nation)     


(2011)        
· Hedgebrook 


 


(2010)

· Cave Canem Fellow                      


(2007, 2008, 2009)

Selected Creative Writing Workshop Facilitation
· Studio ELL

· Seattle University

· International Women’s Writing Guild

· Literary Arts

· Women in the Woods

· Write Our Democracy (Teach-In)

· Cave Canem Foundation

· Skagit River Poetry Festival

· Hugo House

· James Madison University

· Seattle Art Museum 
· Northwest Alliance for Psychoanalytic Study

· Gay City

· Path With Art

· Seattle Public Library

· Seattle University

· Organization for Prostitution Survivors (OPS)

· Tacoma Community College

· Shoreline Community College

· New Beginnings Transitional Housing for Women and Children
· Till Writing Workshop

· Sue Boynton Creative Writing Workshop 

· Women Writers in Bloom

· The Project Room

· Hedgebrook Master Class

· Chukanaut Writers Conference

· Northwest African American Museum

· Langston Hughes Performing Arts Institute

· Doe Bay

· New College of Florida

· University Missouri of Kansas City

Selected Workshops

· Readying Your Chapbook

You already have an advanced understanding of poetry, and you have written and edited a group (any size) of poems you’re proud of. Now you’ve decided you want to complete, assemble, and submit a chapbook! We’ll write two additional poems and go over chapbook dos and don'ts, collectively workshop your chapbook poems in a supportive environment, and focus on revising. Examples will be made available of contemporary chapbook authors. We’ll prepare chapbooks for submitting to chapbook presses and then send them off!

· EM(Bodied)

Participants will use both the body and the body's memory as a catalyst to generate new written material. We will examine work by contemporary writers (all of whom use the body) as a substructure for poetry, fiction and non-fiction. We will work through and in our bodies and mesh body movement, brainstorm, and memory. Lastly, there will be an opportunity to have new writing workshopped. Bring your body, memory and creativity! 
· Time Traveling and Time Keeping: Conversations with Audre Lorde and Octavia Butler

In this course, we will be in conversation with Audre Lorde and Octavia Butler. We will write and examine multi-genre writing and poetic craft elements to build poems that bend, restructure, and reimagine form. We will be creatively inspired by the notion that “paranormal” is normal and traditional fiction can inhabit a poem. The goal for all workshop participants is to complete the course with 1-2 second draft poems and confidently share what you’ve written. Text for this class will be provided.
· Get it Straight, This is Queer Writing

In this class, we will read the works of Hilton Als, Michelle Tea, and queer contemporary poets. We will discuss, analyze, and celebrate contemporary queer writing; we will also create and workshop a first draft of a poem, short story, or editorial essay, with foundational support from our reading. We will talk about the role of queer writers in a predominately straight literary scene and bulldoze stereotypes along the way
· Writing From the Body and Memory

Use your body and memory as the catalyst for three pieces. Through a mesh of body movement, brainstorm, and memory, we will create a new prose form as a class. Before class begins, students will submit one short memory from the body. We’ll examine work from writers such as Eve Ensler, Jericho Brown, Lucille Clifton, and others who use the body as a substructure for their writing. On the last day of class, we’ll workshop pieces anonymously. Bring your body, memory, and creativity.
· How to Be an Effective Ally

How can your writing help individuals who are systemically and subconsciously racially targeted or consistently being treated unfairly? Navigate the path to a better understanding of ally-ship through conversation and writing.
Broadcasting Experience Radio and Television Appearances & Talks
· “For the Record” with Bill Radke KUOW, (NPR) WA

· TEDX Seattle, Tall Order Speaker 

· JUNK Podcast (With Tommy Pico)

· “Word on the Street,” LiveWire! with Luke Burbank (NPR)
· The Deep End Podcast (with Reagan Jackson), 105.1 and itunes

· Hollow Earth, Featured Artist, WA

· KUOW, guest with Elizabeth Austen WA
· Jack Straw Studios, Memoir 
· KSDS, Jazz 88, On Air Radio Personality, Illfonix 
· KKFI, guest host, Urban Connections
· KCUR, guest
· KPBS THE LOUNGE, CA

· KCUR/NPR 88.1 MO

Selected Published Writing

· “Her Life (The Black Girls) in Unedited Episodes,” Obsidian Literature and Arts in the African American Diaspora (2020)
· “Daughter,” “Aunt Jemima is the Picture of the American Dream,” “In Case You Forgot, I Am Not Your Negro,” “Low & Leaving,” Alta, (2020)
· “Crest,” Crab Creek Review (2020)
· “Shivering in the Summertime,” Catapult (2020)
· “Prayer for the Unseen,” Furious Flower: Seeding the Future of African American Poetry (2020)
· “What's Your Favorite Color,” “Narrate,” “A New Nail Polish Line,…” Aubern Avenue (2020) 
· “Out There Now,” The Volta (2020)

· “Snow Globe,” “Chef’s Table for Two,” “Before Being a Mother Artist was so Cool,” Cascadia Magazine (2019)

· “There is Freedom in the Garden,” Spirited Stone, Lessons from Kubota’s Garden (2019)
· “Erasure of the Black Woman (1),” Foglifter: Vol. 4, Issue 2 (2019)
· “We Don’t () Anymore,” ”The Little Girl is Her Own Crucible,” The A-Line (2019)

· “Again & Again,” “Wearing a Cape,” “As Told By a Child,” Ms. Magazine (Ms. Muse) (2018)
· “Mommy, Mommy, Mommy,” “Nomenclature,” “Baby,” Mom Egg Review
· “Frozen Sweetness,” Bayou (2018)
· “Well the Black Girls Don’t Seem to be Talking Today in Class,” “Signs,” Berkeley Poetry Review (2018)
· “Dishes” Sinister Wisdom: Black Lesbians We are the Revolution (2018)

· “It Was There! Now it’s gone, No Wait There it Is,” Women of Resistance: Poems for a New Feminism, (2018)

· “Cedar,” Split this Rock, (2017)

· “Bold,” Washington State Poetry Anthology (2017)

· “Dying of Laughter,” Revise the Psalm: Work Celebrating the Writing of Gwendolyn Brooks Anthology, (2017)

· “The City,” Painted Bride Quarterly (2017)

· “The Tuesday you Give Some,” “The Book of Things you Do Not Talk About,” Synathesia Magazine (2017)

· “Dreams,” Drunk in a Midnight Choir (2016)

· “Death of Cold,” “Laverne & Essie,” “No,” Gramma Poetry (2016)

·  “Clap on Clap off,” “If it Doesn’t Have a Mate Throw it Out,” “Cut it Out Priscilla,” “Tidal,”  Banqueted (2016)

Books, Plays, Documentaries, Installations and Recordings 

· Don’t be Absurd: Alice in Parts *forthcoming Frye Museum (2021)

· Queer, Mama, Crossroads, Annex Theater (2019)

· Queer, Mama, Crossroads, Gay City (2018)

· (v.), Black Ocean, (2017)

· Forget It, Black Radish Press, (2017)
· Answer(Me), Argus Press, (2017)
· Kiss Me Doll Face, Gramma Press, (2017)
· 9 Ounces, A One Woman Show, Earth Pearl Collective (2018)
· 9 Ounces, A One Woman Show, Tacoma Community College (2017)
· 9 Ounces, A One Woman Show, Gay City (2016)
· 9 Ounces, A One Woman Show, Virago Gallery (2016)
· 9 Ounces, A One Woman Show, Richard Hugo House (2015)
· 26, Dancing Girl Press (2015)

Selected Features, Panels, Discussions and Performances
· Bowery Poetry, NY

· Beaubourg, NOLA 

· AWP: Conference, Association of Writers, Writers Conference OR
· Texas Book Festival, TX

· Iowa Lit. Festival,  (Prairie Lights), IA

· Town Hall, WA

· Seattle Arts and Lectures, WA

· Bryant Park , NY
· Beryl’s, NY
· Northwest African American Museum WA 

· ACE Hotel, Poets With Attitude, NY
· Blue Stockings Book Store, NY

· Potters House DC
· NOPF, New Orleans Poetry Festival, NOLA

· Skagit River Poetry Festival, WA
· Seattle Poetry Slam (Grand Slam Feature), WA

· Powell’s Books OR

· Revolution Hall, OR

· Fred Wildlife Refuge, WA

· Third Place Books, WA

· Open Books, WA

· Generations, WA

· Seattle University, WA

· Words West 22, CP Coffee, WA

· Kitchen Sessions, Belleview Art Museum, WA

· Elliott Bay Bookstore, WA

· Switch, OR

· Nyurcian Café, NY
· Bone Bouquet Inaugural Reading, NY
· Women Writers in Bloom, NY
· Margin Shift, WA

· Hugo House Literary Series, Laugh After Death, WA 

· La Lanta Fine Art Gallery, WA
· Chuckanut Writers Conference, WA

· Antioch College, WA

· Folk Life, WA

· Town Hall, WA

· Small Press Fair, WA

· Seattle Lit Crawl, WA
Education

University of Missouri Kansas City

BA, English, Creative Writing

Selected Links
https://www.kuow.org/stories/what-are-we-scared-of 

https://artisttrust.org/index.php/award-winners/artist-profile/anastacia-renee_tolbert
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hBgn0pTn15U
https://tedxseattle.com/events/tedxseattle-2018/
http://msmagazine.com/blog/2018/08/07/ms-muse-anastacia-renee-poems-living-body-women-writers-need-raising-fist/
https://fightandfiddle.com/
http://www.seattleglobalist.com/2018/04/12/queer-mama-crossroads-brings-visibility-to-invisible-trauma/73328
https://podtail.com/en/podcast/live-wire-with-luke-burbank/-word-on-the-street-with-ken-jennings-john-roderic/
http://artbeat.seattle.gov/2017/07/31/anastacia-renee-tolbert-selected-as-seattles-next-civic-poet/
http://www.thestranger.com/books/2017/06/28/25252354/anastacia-renee-is-doing-something-almost-no-writers-do-publishing-three-books-in-one-year
https://www.seattleweekly.com/arts/anastacia-rene-is-ubiquitous-and-worth-it/
https://blackradishbooks.com/
http://gramma.press/bookshop/v/
http://www.cityartsonline.com/articles/linguistic-gymnast
http://crosscut.com/2016/12/strong-gifted-and-black-a-local-writer-raises-her-voice/
http://www.thestranger.com/features/feature/2015/08/19/22718428/person-of-interest-anastacia-tolbert
http://kuow.org/post/poet-anastacia-tolbert-what-tell-my-sons-after-trayvon-martin
http://dulcetshop.myshopify.com/products/26-anastacia-tolbert-1
http://jackstraw.org/blog/?p=897
http://www.seattlereviewofbooks.com/notes/2016/11/30/literary-event-of-the-week-the-furnace-says-goodnight/
http://www.plu.edu/english/news/anastacia-tolbert-the-writers-we-need/
535 20th Ave. E. Apt. #203 
Seattle, WA 98112
Writenow2day@hotmail.com
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